
GOAL Teaching with Primary Sources

OBJECTIVES Participants will:
• Compare styles of photographers

• Analyze a primary source

• Develop instructional strategies to help students examine and
analyze primary sources

MATERIALS Materials/Resources Using Primary Sources in the Classroom

Portrait of Billie Holiday, Van Vechten

Portrait of Billie Holiday

Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, 1946

Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, 1947

Mr. Gottlieb's Comments
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wghtml/wgpres04.html

Primary Source Analysis Tool

Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and Prints

Carl Van Vechten Biography

William P. Gottlieb's Life and Work

PREPARATION Print one set per participant (or pair of partipants) of the items below:

• Portrait of Billie Holiday, Van Vechten
• Portrait of Billie Holiday
• Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, 1946
• Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, 1947
• Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and Prints

Print one Primary Source Analysis Tool per participant.

Review and download Mr. Gottlieb's comments sound file.
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wghtml/wgpres04.html

Review the following resources, if desired, for background information
on the photographers:

Time Required

1 hour 0 minutes

Standards

AASL 1.1.3
AASL 2.1.3
NETS-T 1a
NETS-T 2a
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• Carl Van Vechten Biography
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/vanvechten/vvbio.html

• William P. Gottlieb's Life and Work
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wghtml/wgbio.html

PROCEDURE
1. Divide participants into groups.

2. Distribute a set of the four images of Billie Holiday (but don't
identify her) to each group. Have groups examine them and report
out on, “Which photographs are of the same person?”

3. Groups will complete the Primary Source Analysis Tool graphic
organizer. DistributeTeacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and
Prints and have groups refer to them for guiding questions.

4. In a large group discussion, have participants share observations
and conclusions. Discuss how the subject’s pose, props, and
demeanor make the Van Vechten photo so different from the
others; consider each photographer's purpose. Why were these
photographs taken? What was the photographer's purpose for
taking these photos?

5. Listen to Mr. Gottlieb's comments, where Gottlieb describes his
work with Billie Holiday (about 2.5 minutes). How did the audio
provide further insight not garnered from photographs?

ASSESSMENT Discuss or reflect in writing: How could you incorporate the use of
photographic style/purpose into instruction?
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There are 9 resources for this activity...

Portrait of Billie Holiday, Van Vechten
1949 portrait of Billie Holiday by Carl Van Vechten
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/van.5a52119

Portrait of Billie Holiday
Portrait of Billie Holiday, Downbeat, New York, N.Y., ca. Feb. 1947 from William P.
Gottlieb
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.music/gottlieb.04211

Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, 1946
Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, Downbeat, New York, N.Y., ca. Feb. 1947 from
William P. Gottlieb
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.music/gottlieb.04281

Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, 1947
Portrait of Billie Holiday and Mister, Downbeat(?), New York, N.Y., ca. June 1946
from William P. Gottlieb
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.music/gottlieb.04271

Mr. Gottlieb's Comments
Audio commentary
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wghtml/wgpres04.html

Primary Source Analysis Tool
A simple graphic organizer that helps students respond to and analyze primary
sources
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Sour
ce_Analysis_Tool.pdf
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Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and Prints
An easy-to-use guide for facilitating student analysis of primary sources, with guiding
questions and activity ideas
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Ph
otographs_and_Prints.pdf

Carl Van Vechten Biography
Web Site
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/vanvechten/vvbio.html
(2 pages)

William P. Gottlieb's Life and Work
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wghtml/wgbio.html
(10 pages)
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