TPSDirect

Teaching with Primary Sources * Professional Development

LINCOLN'S POCKETS

GOAL Understanding Primary Sources Time Required

OBJECTIVES Participants will: 1 hour 0 minutes

Examine primary sources

Standards
*  Discuss how teaching with primary sources engages and motivates =~ =rororoeerereremeeeeeeees
student learning. AASL 2.1.1
AASL 2.1.3
MATERIALS Materials/Resources Using Primary Sources in the Classroom AASL 2.3.1
O Artifacts of Assassination
O watch Fob
O Button

O Pocket Knife

O Handkerchief

O wallet

O Confederate $5 Bill

[ Glass Lens Cleaner and Buffer
O Glasses Case

[ Eyeglasses with Name on Inner Stem

PREPARATION  Print one copy per pair of participants of the items below. Assemble to
make a set to distribute.

*  Watch fob

°  Button

*  Pocket knife

*  Handkerchief

°  Wallet

*  Confederate $5 dollar bill

Glass lens cleaner and buffer

Glasses case

Lincoln's eyeglasses with name on inner stem

Read and understand the following Library of Congress resources before
the activity:

Artifacts of Assassination
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm012.html
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PROCEDURE

ASSESSMENT

Ask participants to examine the set of images. Do not note the
significance of the items. Use the following questions for
consideration:

What clues do you see to suggest why this group of items
might be significant?

What questions might you have about these items?

Tell participants that these items were in Lincoln's pockets on the
night he was assassinated. Share other information from Artifacts
of Assassination as appropriate. Invite them to study the images
again and consider what questions they have in light of the new
information.

Have participants discuss the following questions:

What particular items did you see that provide evidence of
Lincoln's daily activities and of his life?

What story did these items tell you?
What makes these artifacts significant today?

What items might be in the pockets of the current U.S.
President? Explain your choices.

Discuss how teaching with primary sources engages and motivates

student learning, and have a few participants share how they might use

this activity in their classrooms.

TPSDirect
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Artifacts of Assassination

Information about the contents of Abraham Lincoln's pockets on the night of his
assassination

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm012.html

(2 pages)

Watch Fob
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=0

Button
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=1

Pocket Knife
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=2

Handkerchief
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=3

Wallet
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=4
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Confederate $5 Bill
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=5

Glass Lens Cleaner and Buffer
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=6

Glasses Case
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=7

Eyeglasses with Name on Inner Stem
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lprbscsmé&fileName=scsm1049
/lprbscsmscsm1049.db&recNum=8
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When Abraham Lincoln was shot & Ford's
Theatre 1n Washington, D.C. on Apnl 14, 1865,
he was cartying two pars of spectacles and a
lens polisher, apocketlmife, awatch fob, a linen
handkerchief and ahrown leather wallet
containing a five-dollar Confederate note and
nine newspaper clippings, including seweral
farorahle to the president and hiz policies Given
to his son Robert Todd upon Lincoln's death,
these everyday items, which through association
with tragedy had become like relics, were keptin
the Lincoln family for more than seventy vears.
They came to the Library in 1937 as part ofthe
gift from Lincoln's granddanghter, Mary Lincoln
Isham, whose giftincluded several books and
daguerrentypes, a silver inkstand, and Mary

Artifacts of Assassination

Lincoln realia, 1865
Mew York Times, vol X%, no. 4236
(April 15, 1865)
Rare Book & Special Collections Division

¥maucipntion is Missouri.
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ELAVELT 0 CELSE TO EmT JULT 4, 1870,
The Missonri Btste Conveatlon adjonmed yes-
tanday, afler baving passed ihe Tobowisg ondl

zance of amancipativn by a oie of dtty-aos ayis |

sgnlus thirty-slx nays:

Bection 1. The Sl asd éccond cinased of
fwesty-aixik soelion of the 34 artjels of tho con-
Etlimiion 18 Berehy shrogated.

Beo. 3, Teat wlavery or fovolontary servitode,
axcepl i puslzhmest of ﬂlﬂ?}l sEall ceasq 10 wx-
st la Misoor] on the 4tk ol Joly, 1970, snd all
slaves within tha 1age cai that day are hasohy do-

Mewspaper clippings
- f#0 -8 - 30 - 80 - % - #

Spectacles
Spectacles case
Reading glasses

|

|

Todd Lincoln's seed-pear] necklace and
tatching bracelets,

It 15 guite vnusual for the Library to keep
personal artifacts among its holdings, and they
were not put on display until 1974, when then
Libratian of Congress Dantel Boorstin thought
their exposure would hutnanize aman who had
become "mythologically engulfed " Butthe
availability of these artifacts has only pigqued
interest in the Lincoln myth--the contents of
Lincoln's pockets are among the items wisitors to
the Library most often ask to see.

The plavhill announces the fateful performance
of Cur Americar: Cousiz, patt of a collection of
Lincolniana donated by Alfred Whital Stern.

One of the most complete representations of
conspiracy literature as well as newspap er
accounts of the agzasanation like that in the
MNew Yark Times pictured here, was assembled
by Alfred Whital Stern. The most extensive
collection of Lincolnana ever assembled by a

THIS RESOURCE http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm012.html
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private individual, Stern's important oift to the
Library in 1953 included hoolks, broadsides,

- paintings, photographs, medals, manuscnpts, and
EHEFITI memorabilia
L.ﬁ.s:_l: !I_CHT

=L

AN M AN
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Ford's Theatre . Friday Evening
April 14 1865 .

"Cuar Armearican Cousin
Washington, DC: Polkinhorn & Sons [1865]
Gift of Alfred Whital Stern, 1953
Rare Book & Special Collections Division (51.3)
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