
GOAL Conduct primary source analysis

OBJECTIVES Participants will:
• Observe a primary source analysis

• Analyze a primary source

• Develop instructional strategies to help students examine and
analyze primary sources

MATERIALS Materials/Resources Using Primary Sources in the Classroom

Why Use Primary Sources

Primary Source Analysis Tool

Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Sheet Music and Song Sheets

Don't Bite The Hand That's Feeding You

Don't Bite The Hand That's Feeding You
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/papr:@field(NUMB
ER+@band(edrs+50357r))

John Brown Song

John Brown's Body
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100010565/
default.html

PREPARATION Read and understand the following Library of Congress resources.

• Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Sheet Music and Song Sheets
• Why Use Primary Sources

Print two copies per participant of the item below.

• Primary Source Analysis Tool

Print one copy per participant of the items below.

• Don't Bite the Hand that's Feeding You sheet music
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100007833/default.html

• John Brown Song song sheet
• Teacher’s Guide to Analyzing Sound Recordings
• Why Use Primary Sources

Time Required

1 hour 30 minutes

Standards

AASL 2.1.1
AASL 2.1.3
AASL 2.3.1
NETS-T 3b
NETS-T 3c
NETS-T 3d
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Download these audio files to the presentation computer. (More
information on saving audio files is available from the American
Memory help page
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/help/view.html#sound.)

• Don't Bite The Hand That's Feeding You audio file
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/papr:@field(NUMBER+@band(edrs+50357r))

• John Brown’s Body audio file
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100010565/default.html

PROCEDURE
1. Facilitate a brief discussion about what participants expect can be

learned from studying sheet music or a song sheet.

2. Distribute one Primary Source Analysis Tool and the sheet music
for Don’t Bite the Hand That’s Feeding You to each participant.

3. Model primary source analysis of the sheet music, referring to the
Teacher’s Guide to Analyzing Sheet MusicandSong Sheets as
needed (do not distribute this to participants yet). Fill in the
Primary Source Analysis Toolwith the help of the participants. Use
an overhead or another projection method to display the
demonstration, if available.

• Record the key words and phrases, numbers, visual elements,
and any other observations in the “observe” column.

• Record what you believe you know about this song, based on
prior knowledge and any clues from the sheet music, in the
"reflect" column. Differentiate between comments that are
observations and those that are reflections based on
observations. For example, "I see the words ‘Tempo di Marcia’
near the top of page 3" is an observation, whereas "The song is
a march" is a reflection.

• Use the "question" column to capture questions you may have
as you observe and consider what you know about the sheet
music. Aim to generate open-ended questions that will prompt
further inquiry.

4. Play the sound file for Don't Bite the Hand That's Feeding You.
Make sure you have speakers that can adequately project sound.
Discuss what new insights, if any, hearing the song adds. Consider:

• Is the sound recording what you expected to hear after
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analyzing the sheet music?

• How does hearing the recording change the way you perceive
the song’s meaning?

• What words might you use to describe the song? What feelings
does it evoke?

• What additional questions can you ask now that you’ve heard
the song?

• Are there parallels to be drawn between the time this song
was recorded and today?

5. Distribute a Primary Source Analysis Tool and a copy of John Brown
Song song sheet. Ask participants to examine and analyze it,
recording responses on the Primary Source Analysis Tool. Ask them
to form groups and discuss their responses.

6. Play the sound file for John Brown’s Body. Make sure you have
speakers that can adequately project sound. Ask groups to discuss
what new insights, if any, hearing the song adds. Add further
thoughts to the Analysis Tool.

7. Facilitate a discussion about ways primary sources engage students
and help them to develop critical thinking skills. You may wish to
refer to Why Use Primary Sources.

ASSESSMENT How might you use sheet music analysis in your own teaching? How
could this kind of activity engage student learning?
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There are 7 resources for this activity...

Why Use Primary Sources
A one-sheet introduction to the ways in which primary sources build student skills
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/additionalresources/downloads/resources/ha
ndout-red.pdf
(2 pages)

Primary Source Analysis Tool
A simple graphic organizer that helps students respond to and analyze primary
sources
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Sour
ce_Analysis_Tool.pdf

Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Sheet Music and Song Sheets
An easy-to-use guide for facilitating student analysis of sheet music and song sheets,
with guiding questions and activity ideas
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/usingprimarysources/res
ources/Analyzing_Sheet_Music_and_Song_Sheets.pdf

Don't Bite The Hand That's Feeding You
Sheet Music
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100007833/default.ht
ml
(6 pages)

Don't Bite The Hand That's Feeding You
Sound Recording
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/papr:@field(NUMBER+@band(e
drs+50357r))
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John Brown Song
Song Sheet
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/lyrical/songs/docs/john_brown.pdf

John Brown's Body
Sound Recording
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.100010565/default.ht
ml
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